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doi:10.1016/j.jcf.2005.05For many decades Cystic Fibrosis was a
disease of paediatrics. Patients were
diagnosed and treated during early
childhood by paediatricians and always
died at an early age. Many paediatri-
cians were familiar with these children
who were, in those days, treated with
fat-reduced diets in mist-tents. Only a
few doctors really cared for the fate ofthese unfortunate patients. Indefatigable they worked on
improving the prognosis and the quality of life of children
with Cystic Fibrosis and their families. Such a doctor was
Han van der Laag.
From the very beginning of his work as a paediatrician he
was interested in paediatric respiratory diseases, especially
in Cystic Fibrosis. Hundreds of patients with CF in the
Netherlands knew Doctor van der Laag. He was the reliable
source of support for children and their parents and they
never asked in vain for his help. Han followed the rapidly
emerging knowledge about the disease and was always
eager to treat his patients according to the most recent
international standards of care. He founded a multidiscipli-
nary CF team in the Wilhelmina Children’s Hospital in
Utrecht and also played a leading role in the centralisation
of CF-care in the Netherlands. Currently, with 260 children
and 110 adults, the CF Center Utrecht is the largest Dutch
CF Center. He was always delighted to acknowledge the
improving prognosis of his patients. At the beginning of his
career all his patients died during childhood. Nowadays
former patients of Han send birth-announcements of their
own healthy children.
Han was also extremely active outside the hospital, but
again most of his energy was invested in CF. He actively
participated as a member, secretary and chairman in the
European Working Group for Cystic Fibrosis, nowadaysatter D 2005 Published by Elsevier B.V. on behalf of E
.004the European Cystic Fibrosis Society. In 1999, together
with Dr. Harry Heijerman, he chaired the successful
European Cystic Fibrosis Conference in The Hague. For
many years he was the chairman of the medical advisory
board of the Dutch CF Foundation. Han played a
prominent role in many educational activities in- and
outside The Netherlands.
Han will retire on September 2, 2005. We are very
pleased that we can honour him with a farewell Symposium
and also a special Supplement of the Journal of Cystic
Fibrosis. In this Supplement you will find review articles of
some of the young investigators of the CF Center Utrecht
and of some outstanding CF specialists, all friends of Han.
The research theme of the Center is bInfection and
ImmunityQ. Han’s active contribution towards the scientific
intensification of CF care has been of vital importance. This
subject is also one of the important goals of the Dutch
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. The Dutch CF Foundation
(NCFS) has kindly sponsored this special edition of the
Journal of Cystic Fibrosis.
Han, on behalf of your many patients and colleagues: we
all thank you very much for everything. You are a man of
some weight! We wish you all the very best with your well-
earned leisure time, together with your wife Fienke. Farewell!
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